
Alaska Fire 
Numbers 
2020
340 Fires

181,253 Acres

Resource Orders

171 Human Caused

169 Lightning Caused

307 Human Caused Acres

180,945 Lightning Caused Acres

Aircraft Crews

Engines Overhead

129 64

49 1,471

Fires Acres 

Galena 74 16,872 

Military 3 1,285 

Tanana 29 4,637 

Upper Yukon 32 22,488 

Fires Acres 

Anch/Mat-Su 58 218 

Copper River 3 2 

Delta 10 41 

Fairbanks 22 54 

Kenai/Kodiak 54 22 

Southwest 29 135,589 

Tok 10 1 

Fires Acres 

Chugach N.F. 6 3 

Tongass N.F. 10 24 



Statewide
2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011

Human Fires 171 364 224 208 324 350 339 389 273 377

Acres 307 60,269 28983.3 6,897 9,640 26,653 222,899 161,082 33,813 25,235 

Lightning Fires 169 378 138 154 228 416 54 212 143 138

Acres 180,945 2,525,356 382193 646,251 489,919 5,118,227 10,631 1,158,785 253,075 267,783 

TOTAL Fires 340 742 362 362 552 766 393 601 416 515

Acres 181,253 2,585,625 411,176 653,148 499,560 5,144,880 233,530 1,319,867 286,888 293,018 

% Fires Human 50% 49% 62% 57% 59% 46% 86% 65% 66% 73%

Lightning 50% 51% 38% 43% 41% 54% 14% 35% 34% 27%

% Acres Human 0% 2% 7% 1% 2% 1% 95% 12% 12% 9%

Lightning 100% 98% 93% 99% 98% 99% 5% 88% 88% 91%

State of Alaska
2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011

Human Fires 148 251 157 141 254 291 288 335 235 312

Acres 268 25,051 28,291 1,266 5,073 23,581 198,712 4,661 17,024 24,200 

Lightning Fires 38 172 46 36 100 188 16 112 34 44

Acres 135,658 868,090 17,745 80,082 99,769 1,055,415 3,286 586,430 9,574 121,640 

TOTAL Fires 186 423 203 177 354 479 304 447 269 356

Acres 135,926 893,140 46,036 81,347 104,842 1,078,996 201,998 591,091 26,598 145,839 

% Fires Human 80% 59% 77% 80% 72% 61% 95% 75% 87% 87%

Lightning 20% 41% 23% 20% 28% 39% 5% 25% 13% 13%

% Acres Human 0% 3% 61% 2% 5% 2% 98% 1% 64% 17%

Lightning 100% 97% 39% 98% 95% 98% 2% 99% 36% 83%

Alaska Fire Service
2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011

Human Fires 7 68 29 53 52 37 23 31 25 38

Acres 13 35,207 664 5,628 4,563 3,007 24,180 156,417 16,815 1,031 

Lightning Fires 131 205 92 118 128 224 38 100 109 94

Acres 45,287 1,657,264 364,449 566,169 390,150 4,062,107 7,345 572,355 243,473 146,143 

TOTAL Fires 138 273 121 171 180 261 61 131 134 132 

Acres 45,300 1,692,471 365,113 571,798 394,713 4,065,114 31,525 728,772 260,288 147,174 

% Fires Human 5% 25% 24% 31% 29% 14% 38% 24% 19% 29%

Lightning 95% 75% 76% 69% 71% 86% 62% 76% 81% 71%

% Acres Human 0% 2% 0% 1% 1% 0% 77% 21% 6% 1%

Lightning 100% 98% 100% 99% 99% 100% 23% 79% 94% 99%

U.S. Forest Service
2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011

Human Fires 16 45 38 14 18 22 28 23 13 27

Acres 27 11 28 3 4 65 6 4 2 5 

Lightning Fires - 1 - - - 4 - - - -

Acres - 3 - - - 705 - - - -

TOTAL Fires 16 46 38 14 18 26 28 23 13 27

Acres 27 14 28 3 4 770 6 4 2 27

% Fires Human 100% 98% 100% 100% 100% 85% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Lightning 0% 2% 0% 0% 0% 15% 0% 0% 0% 0%

% Acres Human 100% 79% 100% 100% 100% 8% 100% 100% 100% 18%

Lightning 0% 21% 0% 0% 0% 92% 0% 0% 0% 0%


